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TIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

EUROPEAN PUBLIC OFINION.

Tt will not be forgotten by our rogular readers
that during the last winter we published some in-
tercepted correspondence between Mr. J. P. BeN-
samiN, the Confederate Secretary of State, and
Mr. SLIDELL, the Confederate emissary in Paris,
respecting an alleged plot oo the part of certain
commercial agents of France to separate the Stato
of Texas from the Southern Confederacy. The
suspicions of the insurgent Secretary were entirely
unfounded, but this correspondence, under another
of its hends, proved conclusively (what, however,
was well known before) that the Confederates were
makiog large use of money to control the Kuro-
pean press.  In his letter of December 13, 1862,
to Mr. Do Leon, (addressed to the eare of Mr. Sli-
dell,) Mr. Benjamin urged the extension of the
¢ field of his operations,” 8o as to embraee, if pos-
sible, thy press of Central Kurope in his catpaign,
and he promiscl to send him an carly remit-
tance, &e.

Commentingon these developments in a despateh
under date of February 13, 1863, Mr. Dayron,
our Minister at Paris, wrote as follows :

“The insurgeuts have taken an_enlarged, and, T think,
& very intelligent view of the requirements of their posi-
tion, snd bave scted upon it from the begiuning. While
rosecuting their campaign st howe, they have at no time
ailed to remember that publie seutiment sbrosd would
have much to do with their ultimate success or defeat.
They have spared uo money or WEKHs, therefore, in their
attempts to would this sentiment in Europe to their pur-
poses.” "
If the insurgents may be justly said to have taken
s an eolarged and very intelligent view of the re-
quirements of their position” when they sought,
or still seek, to buy the support of a vepal press in
Burope, it will be resdily understood that Mr.
Dayton speaks exclusively of the requirements of
their position as ¢ insurgents,” compelled toadopt
any resort, however exceptionable, to bolster up
their cause. We are sure every reader in the
Loyal States will concur in the opinion that,
speaking for an established Government which re-
spects itself, as the condition of deserving and chal-
lenging the respect of other nations, Mr. Secretary
SewanrD appropriately interpreted the thought of
the country when, in reply to the] suggestion of
Mr. Dayton, he wrote as follows, under date of
Iast March 24 :

«We have indeed suffered seversly by a merceusry
combination of politieal agenciea for iufluencing public
opinivn in Europe against us  But the evil is probably
mueh Jess than it would have besn if we had followed the
insurgents into the murket to compete with thew for venal
support amoog the organs of public opiuicn. The honor
aud good oeme of the Government bave been preserved
aud its virtus waintained.”

THE REBELS AND KING COTTON,

The Confederates nre slowly learning soms things.
After their three years' terrible experience they are even
ecoming to doubt the omnipotence of King Cotton, the
sovere.gn to whom they bowed, sod to whom they de-
olared the whole world must bow. They began the
rebellion with the belief and the declaration that, if need
be, they could briog not only the North, but Eurcpe to
terma, by culting off the supply of eotton. What graphie
the desolate appenrance which the
manufsctaring towns on both sides of the Atlantic would
present, ol the suffering and the starvation of the cpers-
tives, and of the riots and anarchy which would ensue
But they have begun to see their folly snd mistake. They
have learped that they do not kold the world in bondage
to them. The Richmond papers have sll recently betn
discussing the <uhject The Enguirer thus speaks :

«Phin theory of o't Southern stateamen hae been [airly
ssd fully tested.» For tiree years bave we, with com
meodable self-denial, forborue e e of Lhess sleeping
epergiea ol which we &re poRsess 1. Kiog Cotton hus
been bound down in doubls irons—Lineo." blocknders—
whilst we embargo this unfortunate arbiter of evil zation
Qur poliey, subordinatad to Lioeoln’s poliey, holds this
captive mwonnrch in sohitary confinement, there to whate
in neglrot and disense. Menowhile the machinery of the
world ia {ast adapting iteelf to fabrice from olber mata-
risls, and, when vur kiog is restored to liberty, a thoussnd
interests will obstruet his resumption to power

* This experience of three yoears i# now an open book,
inviting our earnest study.  Has this disuse of cotton—
this wilful imprisonment of our own powers by our own
Government—foreed reeognition from foreign nations !
1 this book of experiencs tesches us any thing, it teaches
us one thing never to be forgotten: Cotton, to he king,
must be free 1o net sud play bis part oo the theatre of the
industrinl wordd. At large and in unrestrainad freedom,
every where to visit the shops of industry, this Southern
mopareh  wields an  almost undisputed sceptre. Bt
chaped up by blocksders and pinioned to the eurth by wur
own embargoes, this mighty potentate, like the Ntuarta
or Bourbous, becomes an unbonored shsm and an empty

pretension. ;
“Uolton B K prisoner, eetton in confinement, cotton

hid in awsmps-or burat in depots, has brought us no re-
lisf—it has procured ue no influeoes in the ecounsels of
foreign nations. Let us, thersiore, nbandon & poliey that
yields this Lisrvest of domestic ruin, and only bears for us
these fruits of natious] sbatement sbroad t is most evi

dent that we cannot eoerea foréign nations by withholding
sotton from their workshops I'he empire of cotton exista
only in ite use, and censes when it is withdrawa from com-
merce. Let us partially changs our administrative policy
in respeet to the great staples of cotton, tobaceo, and naval
stores. Let us [realy license the export of these prime
necessitiea, sud give them free passage though our lines in
suy direction, and 1o any market that individusl enterprise

way elect.”

In another article the Enquirer says that Confederate
currency has nearly lost its purchasing power, and that
the use of the strong arm of impressment has almost failed,
aud in & few months wors will bave lost its potency alto-
gother. It, therefors, recounmends that the cotton and
tobaceo whieh the Government hold be exchanged for
supplies for the army. The Richmond Whig strongly
urges the adoption of the plan. 11 this suggestion of the
Richmond journalists is adopted, aa it probably will ba,
the Europesn holders of the eotton losn will be very much
intereated in bearing of the fact. This eotton, whish i in
proponed to exchange for food, is the very cotton which
in pledged for the payment of the losn.  The ageuts who
went sbroad (o negotiste the lonn took grest pains to ae
sure the purchusera that the cotton was sufe (rom our
troope, that ik wae carefully stored in sheds remiote from
other buldings, snd so o littls dauger of being bornt
But they did not, wo far as we koow, furnish sny guaranty
that the rebel Goveroment would not use it for sowe other

purpose than that specified — Providence Jaonrnal

piotures tuey drew of

CAPTURE OF THE STEAMER CUMBERLAND.

The Navy Department bns received information of the
oapture of the Anglo-rebel stanmer Camberiaod, on the
&th instant, by the United States steamer De Soto.  Her
oaTgo connints largely of aroe and munitions of war, sod
it in confidently stated that the vessel was intended to be-

come A rebel privatesr. Bhe arrived i Havans late in
September last, and cowmenead making extensive sitern-
tions. Sbe sailed on the 3lst of Janusry, but was run
into Mariel by one of our gunboats. Sbe saled agnin on
the 34, intending to try the blockade at Mobile. “I'hadde
Soto eaptured her alter a chase of leas than two hours,
Bhe |8 & vessel of sbout T00 toos, and reported 1o be fust

THE RE-ENLISTMENT OF VETERANS

The Seeretary of War has decided that the terin thres
fourthe, used in conuexion with veteran regiments, wesns
three-fourtha of the organization sarving together, and
does not include men sbseut in prisons, hospitala, or con-
waleseent enmpa, Men belonging to veleran regimonts,
who have not served two years, and consequently do oot
oome within the limits of re-enlistment, will be permitied

to go on furlough with the main body of the regiment, in
onse it goes A ko orgamgation, provided they agree to re-
enliat an #0on A they come withia the limits, Men who
come within the limits, yel decline to re-snlist, will not be

‘rwhd

MR. AMBROSE'S LETTERE.

REBELLION.
Janvary, 1864,

My Dear MR. SEATON: After an interval of sowme
wonths, durivg which I bave foreborue to contivue these
speculations upon the character snd motives of the rebel-
lion, from a eonvietion that the stirring military aveuts of
that period had too much excited the public mind to
allow me a patient resder, I now resume my task, vot
without eome doubt that, in the phrase of the dsy, we
have got past the period of argument, and will eodure ooly
the sppeal to action.

In the preceding letters I had occasion to ssy much of
Secession and Revolution, and to show the different cate-
gories in which they respechively place the war waged by
the South. It requires no grest insight to perceive the
relation which these two idess, considered as motives of
conduet, bave to the question of mere right snd wrong in
this conflict. Tn that view they have a notable signifi-
osnce, and stand very wide apart. I recur to them now
to mauke some rewarks oo that point, and to note the alter-
nate use the partissus of the South have made of these

- two topics as persussives in aid of their project to destroy

the Union.

By the opporiune use of both, as oceasion favored, they
have ineressed the popularity of their cause. They weuld
have failed if they had been compelled to present it to
their people singly. upon either of the two. Neither se-
coasion alona, nor revolution alone, would bave found that
undivided  support which is essential to success. In
that storm of exeitement raised by their chiefs at the be-
gioning of the strife, and in the flurry of that vainglorious,
and, 1 might say, insolent spirit of defiance, that contemptu-
ous disparsgement of the North as a selfisb, vulgar, sod
ernven people, over whom they promired an easy victory
and & ehort war, the Southern masses were hurried along

/into the irrevocable step of rebellion. Few stopped to

weigh the axcuse for such a step, but listened with willing
@ar to every pretext, however false or feeble, in its justifi-
estion which partissnship or political bigotry eould sug-
geat. The multitude were inoapable of any accurate or
conseientions opinion on the subject; all were snxious to
take & quiek part in {he coming fray, not doubting for a
moment that the pre-ordained feat was to ba socomplished
with little more expenditure of means than the show of
fores and a swaggering boast of certain triumph. Thus
it came that we saw the instant exhibition of that martial
array which astonished the world by its maguitude and the
sober thinking people of the Loyal Btates by its madness.
All that host that came into the field, and tbat great re-
serve which stood behind it at home, claimed the vindica-
tion of their conduet on one or the other of these mo-
tivee—otten in the avowal of both. They professed seces-
sion, or revolution, or both, quite indifferent to the moral
respousibility inferred by either.

I have observed many persons, whose previous educa-
tion and babit of opinion had committed them against the
doetrine of secession, seizing with avidity upon what they
were glad to call a right of revolution, too planly as &
mere salvo to bring their ensily satisfied consciences inlo
acoord with their foregune resolve to embark in the rebel-
live. They imagined they bad found a complete justifica-
tion in so wretched & sell-deceit as this, even fors deed so
portentous aa that of reuding their country ioto frag-
ments. They did not deign to question themselves whe-
ther Lheir revolution bad a single plea to redeem it from
the disgrace of an immensurable erime. It was eaough to
call it * revolution,” and theocelorth treason became
trunsmuted inte s virtue. * You are very much mistaken,
sir,” said 8 young Marylsnder, conversiog with sn mc-
quaintance in Washington, just sfter that famous nine-
tsenth of April, speaking with exultation of that bloody
soene in the streets of Baltimore, in which eitizen sol-

to any Just estimate or couception of the ustiousl supre-
“w

I do not stop bere to consider the source, the extent or
the iofluences of this sentiment. I have cnly to remark that
it takes hold of mueh of the SBouthern mind with the grasp
and quality of a great egotiam, creating an emotion of self-
glorification in those who foster it and breedivg idens of
sectional sud persvnsl superiority which wuke them jeal-
ous of the National Government, and in a certain sense un-
friendly to all who look upon it ss s paramount power.
They habituslly degrade the Union in the common ssteem
of their circle, reduce their polities to the standard of a
parrow provincislism, and disqualify themselyes for that
comprehessive statesmanship which embraces s catholic
love of country.

We bave been accustomed in past time—loug before this
sad commotion had rufled the surface of qur penceful life
—t0 smile at eome of the phases of oharacter which this
sentiment had impressed upon a elass of country gentle-
men very frequently encountered in the older Stutes of the
South. Many & man of this worsbipful order, jocund and
complacent in the possession of the patriarchal digmity
and influence of hereditary bondsmen and acres, has been
pleasantly noted, in those innocent days, fora eopstitu-
tional dogmatism on the queation of the supreme sovereignty
of the Btate, and for the radiant self-satisfuetion with which
he was wont to demonstrate the shallowness of that pesti-
lent fullacy which, be affirmed, so often mialed the logic of
Congress and muddjed the brains of Webster and Clay—
and even, he was sorry to say, of Marshall and Madison—
the fallacy, namely, of supposing that the United States
could lawfully sepire to the grandeus of & nation. Centra-
lization was the phantem which appeared especially to
haunt the minde of these worthy gentlemen. * We ure
plunging into the gulf of centralization,” was their common
warping. If, in making this dogm clear, they wers soiwe-
what inoompreheusible or even tedious, they wers always
earnest and, in their own judgment, mfallible,

But whilst this State pride did no greater hzrm, in our
earlier and bappier era, than the producing this erop of
impracticsble dislecticians, whose obstructive philosophy
was constantly overleaped by the genersl good sense of the
naticn, and whom the country eould afivrd to endure, and
even to flatter, for the good-natured honesty of their opin-
ions, it has,in this later and sadder day, converted its once
innoeuous votaries into seditious plotters against the com-
mon peace, and, by rapid travsition, into fierce soldiers and
implacable rebels, It has now become apparent that this
excessive pride of Btate has been silently, for half & cen-
tury or more, sowing the seeds.of that dreadful strife of
which thn present generation 18 reaping tha harvest.

All of this class of thinkers whom T bave sought to char-
acterise by their extravagant devotion to s distorted ideal
of the nseendant position of the State in cur political sys-
tem, and by their personal sentiment of Stite pride and its
corcllaries of Btate rights, as these are magoified by the
lens of Southern opinion, are, by natural eonsequence and
fair deduetion from their antecadents, out and out seces-
sionists, honestly consistent in their faith, and who do not
pretend to or desire other justification for their participa-
tion in the present disturbanee than that which they find
In their own philosophy. :

There is another class, the counterpart to these, aqually
sincere in their convietion, wholly opposed to this theory
of secession, wholly unstricken by this inordinate estimate
of the State, who are ufflicted with a hallucinstion even
more mischievous. They are men who have wrought
themselves to the belief that the National Government has
already grown to be & monster of sueb horrid proportions
and propensities as to be no longer endurable by a free
people ; that it has been perverted—to use their own lan
guage—into ** 8 consolidated despotivm,” under the pres
sure of whese malignant power all liberty, civil and religi-
ous, is doomed to be crusbhed cut; that the representative
system no longer affords space for the expression of the

diere, whilst peaceably marching through, in obedi to
law, sod in the performance of honersble duty, were foro-
ciously set upon and wurdered—the young spokesman him-
palf searcely coneenliog bis own participation in the sffair,
but deseribiog it as & beroie exploit—"* you are much mis-
tiken when you eall this & riot. No, sir; it was & revolu-
Maryland does not go for secession, she goes for
revolution.”” Al thought of crime bad, of course, vanish-
el from his mind. His heart was full of war. He was
ready to desolate every field in Maryland and convert ber
chief eity into a blackened ruin. Revolution—with what
excuse for it T—had been installed. The next step was to
make it glorious with earvage '

With sueh s flippant and silly casuistry as this, how
many thousands bave imbrued their bauda in the blood of
their brethres !

I hiave ssen others, not quite buld enough 1o outlsce the
opinian of the community io which thay lived, by an open
wvowal of a puroose of revolution—thers being sti | some
prudent suspicion that the peoplo of the neighborhood
wers not yot maddened up to the delunion of believing in
the tyranmy of our free Government—who have gradually
alid into the doetrine of sscession as the only shift left
them to gratify a love for palitigal excitement and to fur-
pish u pretext for joining the ranks of cimpades who had
fired their imagination with visions of honor sud hopes of
personal reward to be won over the prostrate body of
their bleeding country. [u such case the feeble plea of
secession—onece called the peaceful progeas of change—
was beld to Justify sll that wild violence whick preluded
and ehallenged the measures taken by the Government for
its own defence.

I will not eay that there are vot lsrge vumbera of per-
sous in the Bouth who have given their sid to this destrue-
tive war on more honest grounds. [t is not eredible that
in & confliet of such momentous issues whole communitios
should rush into it with such esrnest gosl as stirs the heart
of the Southern States, snd should pursue it with such
brave persevirance, through such an experience of suf-
fering and saerifiee, ns we now witoess, without being sus-
taided by some very vivid convietion of right and duty.

We koow ton well and deplore too poignantly the fact that
in those ranks are found many men adorned with the best
qualities that uruslly inspire respect and fid
Their armies and their gouncily pre full of them. They
do us & grest injustios if they thiok we underrste either
their sineerity or their personsl worth. How joyously
would we weleome them back to that brotherbood which
they bave ao recklessly broken ! But ali history waros us
that the virtue of strife la not to be judged by the fervor
of its ehampions nor by the earnestopss of their eonvie
tions. A false prineiple, unbappily, more poteatly invokes
the passionate vindieation of wankind than a true one. It
wages & heraer war: but, in the end, is surest of over-
throw. When it is broughi into confliot with the senti.
ment of & sociely as powerful as ite ¢wi the very bazard
of 1ts nagertjon presenta s danger which converts it into &
pussion that ao diske@pers the mind as to make reflection
bopelass. Many good men of ke South have been swept
from their feet by this impulss as by & whiriwind.

1t is very difficult to find the meana of friendly approsch
in n rebellion like this to tuat glsss of men I have just de-
sor bed—men who, with bonest convickions, have fallen
into tha error of false opinion through lemperament oy
loeal influenee or some ply of early edueation. The wrong-
besded are proverbislly obatingte even jn the debates of
teanquil life ; they nre proportionately hupejess ol persua-
ghon in the great turmoils of public affaire when passicn
stirulates the beart and inflsmes the pride of the mind.

In looking to this deseription of really earnest cham-
pions of the Bouth we shall find thep, like the others, divid-
ad between the two motives to whiah I haye referped.

Thers are not & few of the most authoritative of theps
ohampions who, by some strange aberration which slmost
amounta to an idiosynersey, Laye grown up in the conseien-
tious belie! that our nationsl Loion was never, snd never
meant to be, wny thing betler than a rops of sand-the
feeblest voluntary compact, nnguaarded by a single defence
ngainst the superior power of the Btates ; that no one
owed it nllegianae—aot even the poor respeet uf reyer
anee; that no State owed it obedience any further than
wuited it own convenienos, Such a fanay wust naturally
engender contempt for the Union whensever a contingeney
might ariss to bring it into confliet with Btate pretension.

Wemny trace this extraordioary dootrine to s politieal vice
which has been nursed io the peouliar conatitution of South-
orn society, ntd which has given the predominant bue po
all eharacteristic Southern opinion ; that most parnigious
viee of an exorbitant and engrossiog State pride—a senti-

tion !

ment which, we way say, is pot only dangerous, but fatsl

popular will a8 & defence against executive smbition ; that
State organigations sre no longer barriers agninst National
encroachments, and that the President and his party ure
not only the absolute lords of the ascendant, but that their
power is destined to be perpetusl and universsl. Such
are the spectres that bave afirighted the imagination of
these wen and moved them to the melancholy convietion
that nothing short of & bloody revolution can rescus them
and their generations from the grasp of this inexorable
tyrauny. Nothing, therefore, in their view, is more
righteous, manly, snd patriotic than a stern appesl to the
sword as n redress for their wrongs. In this excited tem-
per they rush into the melee of revolution, with the sincere
hope of being eble to regain tbeir lost liberties in & new
econfederney, enlightened sod sustained by the toleraut aud
freedom-loving nature of Southern opinion, aod founded oo
the sacred corver-stone of uslimited African sluvery !

Both of thess opposite groups of thinkers are now pro-
foundly in earnest in this conflict, resoived to do or die;
and, what is certainly esloulsted to excite the wonder of
an unconcerned spectator, are quite in harmony with each
other, acting together for & enmmon end, apparently un-
oonscious of their divergence of ereed, and the trouble
they might expeet to find, in the event of success, to ad-
midiater to their mutual satisfaction the form of govern-
ment they have unanimously adopted.

Wuw, it is to be remnarked that, whilet the mastar spirits
of this furious war have seen the value and Laken sdvan.
tage of these alternate agencies wijich bave beeu #o busy in
stirring up the people to a revolt against the Government ;
and whilet they have lost no opportunity to encourage this
variety of wotive, snd have plied overy artifiee of seduc-
tion or forea o lure, drive, or drag impetucus manbood
and eredulous age, no less than pliant youth, into fatal al-
linnce with the erime of treason by every argument adapt-
ad to the prejudices, scruples, or different temperaments
they bad to deal with, jbey have fhemssiyes been cautious
in every publie or ¢fficial proclamation o1 their enterpries
to avoid any acknowledgment of n design of revolution.
Whatever the intriosic motive of their assault bas been,
however violent and revolutionary their proeeeding, the
offioial attitude they have nssumed is that of States saeert-
ing their right to a peaceful and conatitutional retirement
from the Natiopal Union. They proclaim a right of seces-
sion ns (he sole basia of their sption ; whilst it is too un.
happily"evident that both their deslgn and prastica are yo-
volution in its boldest snd rudest form of exhibition.
Their proclamation is intended for the world, snd maore
especially for that Europea world whose sympathy they
Lave evoked, whose sid they have expected, and ywhone
morgl suppoit it was deemed all important to conciliate.

They were too sstute nop to perceive that whilst their
scheme wan simply o design (o deatroy the [loion by
daring and implous net of violence, snd upon its ruins to
construct a separate empire of their own, adupted to the
polity suggested by their parsonsl ambition ani the groed
of a fancied boundless wenlth, they would hold a vantage
ground in the great quarral by keeping out of fiew every
consideration which might infer their seinowledgmant of
s rebel position. :

We may ensily recount the obvicus disadvantages which
such an avowsl would have thrown in their way, nod which
the secension theory—il the world eould be persusded to
pooredit it—would avoid.

First. The lcpmwlodgmt of & revolutionary move.
ment would (as I bave hitherto had oceasion to remark )
have carried the admission that they were the aggressors
jo the war ; that war was contomplated by them sa the
peoonsary aupd pm;.pudihlpd means of their snecsss, and
war, consequently, an aot of their own umking-—ior reva
lution always implies rebellion, and rebellion s war,

Becond. It would have silenced at once that popular
catgry H.iml‘.. coercion which was found so sffective in
the beginning of the yuayrel in epciting a prejudios againat
the Government, by obarging it with the perperrstion of
a flagrant outrage against Btates that were merely smsert-
ing their constitutional rights, For relollion haing i5 {15

uature sggressive, eyery man wonld seknowledgs that the
Government would Le but in the performance of ita glanrest
duty in arraying the force of the country to resist the
biow ajmed at it and to punish the assailant. 17 there be
nuy obligation more distinctly ssnctioned by the soneur-
ront opinion of mankind or the law of nations, and the
negloot of whioh is stigmatiged by & deaper diagrace thag
any other in the sphere of publie duty, it ia that which s
demanded of every nation to protect the wellare of ite
peopl® agaiost * privy conspiraay, sedition, and rebellion’
~~those threa griayous plagues of organized socisty agninst
which the church weekly invokes the deliverance of

Heaven. I, therefore, the rebel leaders bad anpounced

their design ss one of revolution, nd'nn( to overthrow the
laws aod break up the established order of the Uniou by
violent sppliestion of force, there Whs Do man amonget
them 0 obtuse as not to be capable of seeing bow sense-
less must have boen the complaint against the President
for invoking the aid of the military power of the cvuntry
to resist them.

Third. They kuew that a sobewe of revolution, being aa
appeal to thoss who are discontented with the Goveroment
to rebel agaiust it, ouly addresses itsell to such ss believe
in its expediency, and leaves all who dp not sasent to that
expadiency st libeity to refuse their aid ; that this freedom
of action would, in the first stages of the movement, have
allowed a large portion of the people of the South the op-
portunity to stand firm to their loyalty aad refuse to take
any share in the revolt sgainst their country; wbilst, on
the secession theory, the State would act in its sovereign
enpacity, and, by declaring the separation complete, would
exact the obedience of its citizens. In the first case, the
citizen would regard himself as an individual free agent,
with full liberty to decide upon bis own conduet; in the
Istter, he would be overborne and coerced by a corporate
suthority claiming bis sllegisnce nnd subordinating his
individual will to what is called the public interest.

Fourth. Revolution sleo in‘ers snother and still more
embarrassing right—that of couuter revolution. If the
State may rebel against the Nationsl Government, why
way not an aggrieved or discontented portion of the peo-
ple of the State rebel against the State? Rebellion is &
teacher of “ bloody instructions” which may “ return to
plague the inventor.”” What argument ean Virginia, for
example, make in favor of a revolt againat the authority of
the Union, that msy not be used with tenfold foree by her
own western counties to justify a revolt against her 7 Vir-
ginia herself bad really no definable grievance sgainst the
Union. She was absolute mistress of her own domestic
government, and could freely ensct and execute all laws
which she might deem necessary to her own wellare within
her own limits. No buman power could interfere with
her there. She has never yet indicated a siogle item of
grievance resulting (rom the acts of the Federal Govern-
ment. In fact that Government has slways been, in great
purt, in her own hands, (v under the control of her nflu-
ence. Il she bas not been hsppy snd presperous it is
simply her own fault. I mean to say sbe bas no esuse
whatever to exouse ber rebellion against the Union. Yet
she revalted ; we may say, gave to the revolution s coun-
tenance and support withont which it would haye speedily
suok into & futile enterprisa. Having come ioto it, she
assumed the right to compel her unwilling citizens to cast
thair lives and fortunes into the same iasue. A large por-
tion of her people, comprising the inhabitants of many
counties in the mountain region of the Alleghanies, have
always been distinguished—as, indeed, seems to be the
characteristic of all our mountain country—for their strong
attachment to the Union, These people have an aversion
to slavery and have been steadily intent upon establishing
and expaoding s system of free lnbor, They have, there-
fore, very little in common, either of sentiment or inter-
est, with the governing power of the State. When, there-
fore, the question of secession was submitted to them
they voted ngainst it. From that moment they were
marked, snd when the State, under the control of its low-
land interest, rased the banver of revolt, its first move-
ment was to invite the Southern mrmy to occupy the
mountain distric's to overawe sod drive the people thers,
not only into submission to the dominsnt power of the
State, but into aclive hostility agsinat the Union. To
this end these loyal people were pursued with a bitter
persecution, harried by a ruffisn soldiery, hunted from
their homes into the mountain fastnesses, their dwellings
burat, their crops destroyed, their fields laid waste, and
every other cruelty inflicted upon them to which the
savage spirit of revolution ususlly resorts to compel the
conseot of those who resist itsa command. .The inhabitants
of these beautiful mountain valleys are a simple, brave,
and sturdy peopls, and all these terrors were found in-
sufficient to fores them iuto an sct of treason. They re-
fused, and in their turn revolted againat this execrable
tyranny snd drew their swords in fuvor of the Union.
What wore natural or righteous than such a resistance
And yel Virginia aflects to consider this the deepest of
erimes, and is eontinually threstening vengeance aguinst
what she calls thase rebels—Virginia, the relbel, de.
nounciog rebellion !

Her own plea is that she has only seceded, but Western
Virginia rebels—there is & groat difforence.

The Soutbern Confederaey, like Virginia, sees this great
difference in the two eategories, and is quick evough to
taks advantsge, as occasion serves, of that which suits its
purpose,

The ssme stale of thioge exisls in Esstern Tennesses,
in Westarn North Carolioa, 1o Arkansss, snd even in parts
of Georgis and Alabama Counter revolution would be
rife in many distriots, if the rebel Government did nol sup-
presa it with an iron hand and subjugate the people by the
presonce of military foroe.  Even this would be impossible
if they had not insinusted into the popular mind of the
Routh, as largely as they have done, the eonvietion of a
right of secession, and persuaded the country that they
were aoting on that theory snd were but asserting the le-
gitimate sovereignty of the States.

Western Virginia, for two years, endured the privation
and suffering of this eruel and wicked attempt to enforce
ita submission sud pompel its people to abjure their
esrnest and eager allegisnee to the Union : two years that
Isft them without law, without any of the apparatus of
goverminent, helpless in every thing but their own firm
resvlution and voluntary self-eontrol as an orderly eommu-
nity ; until, finding themselves under & nocessity for organi-
zation, they erectad their broken community into & govern.
ment claimiog its foundsation in a just and righteous revo-
wtion, and i that gharacter sought & place in the Union.
Congress sasented to their elaim, and bholding them as
loyal men, eonstitutiog & msjority in number of the whole
people of Virginia who retain s lawful eitizenship in that
State, sccorded to them the right to express the voice of
the State in favor of the division which thus gave a new
member to the Union.

What lawful objsction can the South make to this coun-
ter revolution, put the siwpie, sod, in the actual state of
the case, absurd ides that it is not iteelf pursuing a oareer
of revolution, but only a constitutionsl right of secession 1

Lastly, I may add to the considerations which have ope-
rated upon the mind of the Bouthern leaders in their en-
deavor to persuade the world that they are not amenable
fo the responsibilities of a nboﬂiqu: ang which 1 have
prespnted in a former lepter, and which I bricily ropeat
here as uocessary to the completensss of this summary.
The innugufation of & rebellion lmposes upon those who
attempt it the necessity of showing a just cause for such
nn assuult upon the peace of wociety. It must be no casual
disturbanee of the welfare of a district, no fanniad pogai-
ble wrong Tmpending oyer the fature, no metive of fac-
tipus agubition, but a real, present, permanent element of
aotual or prospective diseontant whick is beyond the reach
of peaceful redress through the appointed forms of amend-
ment, but which is so radieated in the constitution of gov,
ernment that nothing shorl of foreible resistance can re-
move it. The writers jn the intorest of legitimaoy, sg
that is understood in Barapesn iny, say it must be s con-
dition of intolerable and irremediable oppression. Our
Awmerican doetrine does not go so far as that. We sub-
stitute for it a ressonable apprebension of an inoyrably
perversion of goversment tuwkrde the invwsion of publio
or private rights. And, even in that ease, revolution cap-
not justly be resorted to until, by appeal to sll the normal
or anpointed means of redresa, it in proved that remedy in
hoveless. Bhort of thess conditions, reyolution in the
gréatest ol orimes, tye blacker in proportion to the un.
reality of the asserted grief or the negleet of the resort to
‘e ordained procsss of amendment. Indedd, it in diffioult
to oconceive of any justifiable mabive 1o revolution in &
popular represantative government, where the whole sov-
ereign powar resides in the people themselves, and their
eonstitution and laws are subject to any amelioration sug-
goatod by the popular will. Certainly the founders of ouy
G warnment supposed that, in the sohema they matured,
they had forever extinguinhed the right of revolution.

Bat those 1T have enumerated are, st least, the condi-
tiona to which the lesders of the pressnt rebellion would
be bound to submit their sction if shey gonfess n design to
overthrow the Uaion by foree | and, ' that de-
aign, they would oconpy simply the position of rebels fully
aware of the hazards sod the penalty of their undertaking,,

aud presumably ready to meet thew. lo that view they
becowe liable to be treated as traitors, they, their slders
and abettors. They losesll elalm to tho protection of the
laws, aod, still wors empbatically, to Lhe right to exercise
any privilege of nationsl eitizenship, They csu bold o
office, State or Fuodeial, which nuplies all-gisnce to the
Government; they abjure or renvuuce wll right to give &
vote iu either State or nstional affairs where the qualifics-
tion demands wvationsl eitizensbip; they are euemies,
while in srma, to be met in mortal confliet; when sub-
dued, they are culprits, dependent upon the clemency or
the justice of the Gevernment.

1t was to avoid these conclusions, as I have said, that
the suthors of this movement bave been carsful to vail
their proceeding under the officisl proclsmation of the
right of secession.

They bave found it & difficult task to reconcils the im-
petuous rashness of their career with this theory. Becee.
sion, if bonestly conceived to be a right, and honestly
pursued, would have sought, at lenst, n preliminary parley
in a convention. It would have moved slowly along
through all the customary forms of debate. It would have
publishied & wanifesto of ite motives for the separation and
calmly laid down the lsw which defined its privilege, and
have shown the uuscimity of the Bouthern people in the
belief of it. None of these thiogs has it dene. The con-
ductors of the proceeding began in & paroxysm of impetu-
ous enthusiasm ; asserted their purpose ina general muster
of their forces; put every State in srms, and furvished
their magazines of war; bonsted of their prowess, with
threats of seizure of the Capital, and even of invasion sud
conquest of the North ; glorified themselves with the im-
agination of an unlimited control over the sympathy and
interest of foreign Powers, which they confidently con-
terplated as prompt and irreeistible allies. Their lan-
gusge was not only that of arrogant dictation, but of eager
‘and bloody defiance. They rushed forward with a pre-
cipitation which seemed, and no doubt was intended, to
preclude all reflecticn or inguiry into the merits of the
cause. There was the ominous glimmer of predetermined
war in every step that wns taken. Their firet sct was to
olose the eourts against the recovery of debts, which was
sufciently explained, in the sequel, by the confiseation of
ull moneys due to Northern ereditors. The Charleston
Mercury, exulting in the approach of the day for assem-
bling the State Convention, maliciously spoke of secession
as “ quasi war,” which would justify, what it com-
mended, the sequestration of all property in th' South
belonging to Northern citizens. They seized the national
forts and arsenals wherever they could lay their hands on
them; insulted the nation and disgraced themselves by a
contemptible act of contrived treachery io compasaiog the
surrender of the army in Texas by the complicity of its
own officers. They want money, and they seize the mint
at New Orleans; arms, and they seize the manufactory
at Harper's Farry; ships, cannon, and naval stores, and
they forcibly take possession of the navy yard at Gosport,
and pounce upon revenue cutters, private stesmers, and
merchant vessels at their moorings ; they even exhort and
encournge officers of the uavy, to whom the nation had
confided the guardianship of ite honor and its flag, to be-
teay that sncred trust, by an act too base to find expres-
sion in the voeabulary of execration. All thess things are
doue, for tho most part, in the Btates where they were
perpetrated, before they bad even laid the fimsy founda-
tion of an ordinance of secession, and done, too, by the
orders and assiatanes of men who have wearied the public
ear with the censeless vaunt of their chivalry !

Sepators and Cabinet Miniaters, as well as officars of
the army and navy, did not seruple to rebain their posts
for no other resson than the advantage it gave thew in
atriking & more sure and dendly blow at the heart of the
Government which had elsvated them to thess hooors
History, in ita most revolting chapters, does not furnish a
page of deeper infamy than that engeodered by the mad.
nees of this wicked zeal to destroy. Perfidy would seem
to have risen to the rank of a oardioal virtue ; ** tants vis
morbi, uti tabes, civium animos invaserat !”

‘1 hese nets, let me repeat, were chiefly the lurerunners
of the deed of secession, perpatrated in & time of peace,
and whilst the Natioonl Government was yat in the hands
of the perpatrators, a helpless, compliant, and slmost will”
ing sccessary to their design; when tho smnsll pations]
army and navy were icattered far and wide; when that
untrained military powér whieh slaaps in the bosow of the
Republic, and which no peril had yet awakened, could not
possibly have been arrayed to meet the emergency ; when
the public mind waa palsied by the sudden stupor which
this ineredible cutrsge bad cast upon it. Inthese circum-
stances was the peaceful process of secession st on foot,
and the deceived masses of the Bouthern States stimulated
into that unnatural frevzy which wildly burried them into
& treason from which retreat soon becswe impossible,

When this drama of Secession eamas to the stage of its
forma) enactment in the passage of the seceasion ordinnness,
it was characterized by frauds only more stupendous thau
those 1 have deseribed, because they implioated a greater
number of actors and spread over o wider surfnce.

Whilst some of the States, perhaps a majority of them,
were in enrnest in their resolve to secede, the most im.
portamt Btatea were not; aud if the people in thess bad
been left to the free expression of their wish they would
have refused. The Conventionof Virginia had been elected
by a vote which was Isigely ngninst secession, and the
Legislature which nuthorized that Convention bad taken
eare to provide that no ordinanes of secession should have
any effact unless ratified by s subsoquent expression of the
popular will in the regular election. When the Conven-
tion assembled st Richmond there was a majority of its
members opposed to the ordinancs. The wovnes that were
enacted in the sequence of the procesdiog by which that
majority was uced to & mioority sre unly partialiy
known to the country. Whilst the sessions were open to
the public observalion the majorily held ita ground, but
amidst what perils and appliances every inhabitant of
Richmond st that time knows. The best men of the Btate,
and there were many, who had dared to speak in the Con-
vention in favor of the Union, were exposed to the grossest
insulte from the mob that flled the lobbies nod by whom
they weia pursued with hootings and threats to their own
dwellings.  8till, no vote could be got sufficient to carry
the ordinan The Con then resclved to exclude
the public and mannge their work in wecret seasion. ¥rom
that day affairs took & new turn. The cowmmunity of Rich-
moud was filled with strife. The friends « { the Union,
both, in the Couvention and out of ib—n large number of
persons—were pluoged into $he deopest noxiety and alarm,
They felt that the esuse was lost and that the sentiment
of the majority of the State would be overruled. Quarrels
arose. Ardent and reckless men were distempered with
passion. It was no longer safe to discuss the subject of
the day in the stroafs. The hotels were fillsad with stran-
wers, loud, peremptory. and fierce. A friend of the Union
eould not mingle in these crowds withuuk eertalaty of in-
sult, nor even sometites without danger of personal vio-
lencs. The recusant members of the Convention were
plied with every expedisant to euforce their submission,
The wesk were derided, the timid bullied, the wavering
ﬂ_""d with fylwe promises sud false representations of

state of opinion in the country. Those who sauld not

roached by these arguments, but wha were found plic
able to more genial impulses, were nasailad by fstiary, by
the influencen of {riondship, by the hlandishments of the
dinger tabio, and Gnally earrisd sway by the wild snthu-
sinem of midnight revelry. If the Convention had aat in
Staunton or Frederickaburg—any where butin Riskmond —
1o ordinance of secession gould have been passel.  As it
whs, {t was & work of long and sinister industry to bring
it about. Tt beoande necessary to fira the prople with naw
and startling wensations—to orage the public mind with
excitement. Ta this end messages were sent to Charles.
ton to wrge the bombardment of Bumter.  The fort was
acosrdingly aneailed and foroed to surrender, notwithstand-
Ing an assuranos from Lhe commnnder that he could not
hold eut three days for waot of provisions  The Presic
dent's proolamation ealiing ont the militin—which was the
necansary snid exp otal conncquence of this oulrage—
wupplied il the rage that was wantad.  The whole Soulh
became ablage. Man lost all gell-oontral, and were ready
to obey any arder. The vote of the Convention had bean
‘onavassed from time to time duriog this process of ripers
ing the mind for the aot of secession, nnd it was now foand
‘that it might be sucoessfully put. It wus laken thres
days after the surrender of Fort Sumter, and the pablie
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were told that it was oarriad by a large mmjority. Subse

quent disclosures sbow that upwards

bers atoud firw sad preserved theire his great
is described by oue of the membare as resembling the riot
of a hospital of lunatios. vy

The ratifiestion of this set was yet to be gone through,
us prescribed by the law, in & vote of the people to be
tukou in May, That procesdiog was substantislly ignored
in all that fullowed. An sppointment of members to the
robel Congress was i made, to represent the
State in the Providional Government then established st
Montgomery, The President of the new Conlederacy
was forthwith invited to send an army into the Btats; and
aocordingly, when the-month of May arrived, troops were
stationed in sll "boss counties where it was supposed sny
considerable amount of loyslty to the Union existed

smongst the people, The day of election :L’w:z fnr

the ratification found this foree stationed st

the refractory people mastered sud quelled into | ;
Uvion men were threatensd in their lives if they shonld
dare to vote against the ordinance; and sn influsntisl
Isader iu the movemeut, but recently s Seustor of tte
United Btates, wrote aud published & letter hinting to
thoss who might be rash enough to vote against M‘l‘u
that they must expeot to be driven out of the Stats. 'Of
courss, the ratifie stion found no opposition in any doubtful
county. Ido not say that, in. a free vote, it might mot
have been casried. Harper's Ferry sod the

Yurd had both, in pursuavce of that of profitable
sansation-mnking, been seized in the inmlfh:lh: '
ange of the ordinsnce, and the passions of the MIl ‘h
been still more fiercely wrought up to a fury that had ban-
ished dll hope of reflsction; but my objest ix to show that
the whole secession movement was planned and conducted
in the spirit of headlong revolution and premeditated war.

In Tennesseo the proceeding was even less orderly than
in Virginia, In Missouri it wis no better. ‘The sttempt
was made to carry Kentucky sud Maryland by the same
arta snd the sswe frauds, but utterly failed. Maryland
has repudiatad secession and ite nbettors with a persistent
and invineible loyalty. Kentucky, uoder severe trials and

in the aotusl contest of oivil war, has bravely aud honora-
bly reserved her faith aud repelled every assault. Se.
cession has never won an inch of her soil that it did not
temporarily win by the sword, snd waa not again forsed
to abandon. Iu mot less than seven or eight eleotions has
she declared her unalterable fealty to the Union by ovar-
whelming msjorities, There has never been the sms
“ground for a pretence of her acceptance of a plage in- ¢
Southern Confederacy—where, nevertheless, she is foigned
to ba rapresented by members in both Houses of the rebel
Coungress —uot one of whom would dare lo show himaelf
openly in the dietriet he uffects to represent. We are at
aloss to imsgine any prelext to claim this stiuneh snd
loyal Btate s one in that tressonable fellowship, unless it
be that, being tha birth-place of their President, it is ne-
eapanry to elaim it for the Coofedersey to aveid the awk-
ward conclusion of his ineligibility to his pest by the dis-
qualifieation of being s foreigoer, 2

It is not necessary to pursue further the history of these
events as they were developed in the first stage of this
ferocioue assault upon the Uuion. Those I bave brought
into view Are quite sufficient to afford us an. unmistakeable
index to the purpose and temper of the Southern leadears.
They denots rebellion and uvothing but rebellion. ageiest
the lawiul Government of the United m—m
conceived in the bitterest bostility and perpetrated with
immediate recourse to arms. They prove the dissimula-
tion of thut official ehallenga to'the world to recogniss in
this terrible attack upon the public order an honest ssser-
tion of n constitutional right. They cast an sir of shock-
ing moekery over that peevish plaiut which came up every
where, st that day, from the depths of the secession—- all
wit nek ie, let us alone ! "

“The movement was revolution—an sttempt to break to
pieces an existing dyonsty by forea; and history will so
describe it. Let it be mensured by the law of revolution.
1f the Notwnal Government has grievously failed lll“l
duty to nny State, afflioling it with an irremediable 'l'u.
—let it be # Judgad and the revolution vindieated. 1f, on
the other hand, the Government of the Union has done
them no wrong ; if these eomplaints have growa oatof
the mere illugion of a heated faney; still more if this
wild and vookless outrage upon the peace of society has
been prompled by the insolence of ambition, and the
eredulous hosts ol the South have been persuaded by
fraudulent misreprasentstion to lift their bands aguinst the
puternsl and beneficent Government which has protested
Them and givon them the inapprociable bleasings of a grand
and powerful republic ; sud, sbove all, if the sontrivers of
thix flagitions plot bhsve been pandering to the rival enmity
of the great Powera of the earth to win their aid in this
parrieidnl enterprise and bave sought, by the unutterable
baregess of eomplicity with them, to shoar the Ameriean
poople of that strength which has made them aod their
institutions the refuge of oppressed freedom thronghout
the world—then, we say, let them be held to the strict
rosponnibility of that immense orime.

And, ngnin, if thers really be any eonsideruble. portion
of the peaple of the United Stalea—sufficiontly oconsiders
ablo to originste suthentic opinion—who believe in the
doctrine of secession wnd are capable of ‘the enormity of
this revoll to bring 1t into exercise—then, also for that
reason, let the war go on until every fibre of that peatilent
hereny is ent out and forever destroyed in the fire of popular
eensure, thal no germ of it may remaim to sogender & new
growth of dieaster wnd ruin in this beautiful garden of
Auwerican liberty. PAUL AMBROBSE,

THE MALDEN ROBBERY AND MURDER.

Speaking of this foul eriwe the New York Commercin
Advertiser says:

“We notice that many of the Boaton ele '
history of this wiserable mnn (Kdwin Omu)r'ﬁ,.mﬁﬁl::'
their discourses on Sunday last, holding il forth asa se-
lomn warning to- the yousg men of their ”W
nod entrosting (hem to mark the process by whi ok
to ruin, ‘There is need of thess wargings and eantions
in wll parta of our Iand.  Our young men are living: too
fast.  Kxtravagance, improvidenes, love of plessare and .
show, nud dishonest indifferenca to the acenmmlstion of
debt, nre charncteristio of thoneands of our yomth. They
thjuk it disgzaceful to live frugally and within their means,
The babite they form not only exhaust their
means and compel thewm to run into debt, but
renan os ubtuse, and every noble and
erashed out, till they are preparsd to yield to
‘wnd to commit erimes of the darkest hie o relisve
walves of debt, or to keep up the dieplay snd the self-indul-
geoen to which they huve bosoms enslaved. Hundreds
young wen in thig city are liviog in and at sn
pense which ennnot bs sustained by their earnings or
ang honest means, and they can Bave no hope of
their abligations honestly. They must rob or oheat
body to keep up o show for any leagth of time."
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THE PROCEEDS OF A GREAT gAIR.
The managers of the Cincinnali Faj i
%m:g:;'::n have plitll l}ur ‘I:‘ the Oommmhﬁ.imr g
ing necount of * rasments” ahows ;
pouse of oarrying on the Fair: e oo h‘

Pald rent { v Mozart Roows three e 8
Paid rent for wood Hall, Palece Gardessad T
two rooms, 173 Vine 8 reeb. «uueeeeensneen.. 1,008 33
For goods to resell apon tables, and refresh ment :
\ Al dining nl?nﬁ....d........................- 7
om0, conntereil ard mui ated teemsans
Puid for bolid'ng, ftting up enme :Inll:. farnitnre iy
printing, coul, stionery, labor, &2c. v e..en.n 4,401 84
Pald over to Sanitary Commiseion .. .. .o.. ... ... 220,000 00
$261851 64

Bulance in treamary February 2. .o coevein v $4,758 16
From exponses of bailding, & ¢ should be deducted sale
of two bagasrs sod Palses Garden, amounting to about

#13,000, nod nlao sundry receipts for farniture, &o. paid
into the treasury.

On Tuesday, whils o clerk in the New York enstom-
house waa cngaged in stowing™inway threo bags of gold,
oaok oontuining, it i said, the snm of five thousand dollars,
ona of them was siolen, and no tracs bas since been
covered an (o the whereabonta either of the bag or ita
loiner. The offica was orowded st the time of the by
parties paying dutiea, Iy

Jdudge Newson, of the Unitel States Cirenit Court of
Minnesots, hna decided that citizans of States in rebellion
are to bo eonnidered an enemiss, and are not entitled so
sue in that court, The decision was made in the ease of
Tarnel G. Nosh, of 8udem, North Carclins, ant
against Lyman Dayton of al., of St Panl, citizons of ﬁ-
koA, A
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